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1 Market  Hill, 

Gli/Vl'TSRIS,  Cambs. 

let  January,  1949. 


To  the  Chairnan  and  Members  of 
Chatteris  Urban  District  Council. 

Laaies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  re^jort  as  i,.edical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  194^:- 


Area  of  rarish  13719  i.crea 

Estimated  residents 

mid  1948 5,  296. 

Rateable  Value £17,584 

Iroduce  of  Id  rate £67 


Kuitber  of  Inhabited  houses...  160O 


The  main  industry  of  the  area  is  agricultural 
v/ith  one  light  engineering  works  employing  approx.  80-100 
people. 


VIliA,  bT^JIbTICb . 


Total  Males.  Females 


births.  Live 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Still  Hirths 
Legitimate 

Deaths 


Deaths  (irhants 
under  1 year) 
Legitimate 


102 

101 

1 

3 

3 


63 


55 

54 

1 

1. 

1 


28 


47  ) Birth  rate 

47  ) 19.24  per 

) 1000  pop. 

2 ) Still  birth 

2 ) rate  28.57 

per  1000  births 

35  Death  rate 

11.89  per  1000 


1 ) Rate  per  1000 
1 ) legitimate 
births.  9.61 


The  cnief  causes  of  death  were  - 

i..cjles 

Tub . of  Resp . Sys . - 

Gancer  of  Buc.Gav.ana 
Cesoph. (m)Uterus (g)  - 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and 
Duodenum 
Gancer  of  Breast 
Gancer  of  Other  Bites  5 


Inter  Cranial  Vas.Les.  6 
Heart  Diseases  9 
Other  Dis . Giro . Sys . 2 
Pneumonia  1 


Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Lucdenum  1 
Bronchitis  - 
Appendicitis 

Coher  Ligve.Dis.  - 
Hep hr io is  1 
Suicide  1 
ether  Violent  causes  - 
All  owner  causes  2 


Females 

1 

2 


3 
2 

2 

13 

4 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2^ 


ihere  were  no  oen'chs  from  infectious  disease 
or  of  children  under  2 ;'.’ears  from  diarrhoea. 

'throughout  tne  period  unuer  review  there  were 
graccically  no  epidemic  forms  of  disease.  Ill  cases 
were  essenuially  sporadic.  Such  a condition  points  to 
a very  definite  general  efficiency  of  the  sanitary 
provisions  of  the  town. 

Death  rates  compare  very  favourably  with  the 
general  death  rate  for  England  and  bales.  There  is 
good  evidence  that  the  population  is  in  extremely 
^,ood  healtn  and  consequently  maximum  contribution 
is  being;  made  towards  the  increase  of  agricultural 
productivity. 

ficOVloIun  Of  ii^ijLTxi  bHiVICnS  -fOR  iin.  j-iRiii;. 


1.  Staff  - Public  ileal th  officers. 

a.  One  part  tint^-  medical  Officer 
One  whole  time  baiiltary  Inspector 

b.  h District  i^urse  is  j-rovided  oy  the  County 

Council  in  conjunction  wita  the  Local  District 
Pursing  Association. 

c.  A District  i,.idwife  of  the  County  Council  service 

and  sciiool  and  Laternal  and  Child  b‘elfare  Clinics 
are  provided  for  tne  District. 

2.  LD&I&L^.TIQi;  iUjOPT,:.D 

a.  Public  health  (Amendment)  ^.ct  I890  Parts  III  and  IV 
t.  Public  health  Act  (/iraendraent ) Act,  1907. 

c.  Infectious  Disease  (irevention)  iict,  I89O 

d.  Private  Street  -Vorks  i^ct,  1892. 


Byelaw'S  are  in  force  as  to  slaughter  houses, 
public  pleasure  grounds,  common  lodging  houses  and  new 
street  ana  buildings. 

3.  pathological  investigations  are  carried  out  under 
an  arrangement  with  King  Edward  VII  Lxernorlal  Ins  Dilute 
Lewisham. 


Di_ijxheria  antitoxin  is  provided  for  cases  requiring 
it.  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  by 
the  County  health  service.  Infectious  disease  patients 
requiring  hospital  treatment  have  been  dealt  with  at 
Camicridge  Infectious  hosijital.  ^arrangements  with  mly 
Isolation  rIoSi,ital  have  existed  but  have  not  been 
utilised. 


Por  non  infectious  casts  requiring  hospital  treaDrnent 
in  addition  to  ..ddenbrooke ' s nospital  and  Peterborough 
hem.orial  hos^yital,  the  hospital  at  Doddington  is  nov/ 
available . 


'e. 


4 


f 


GIROUI.iaT..iMO.::b  Ol'^  xiL. 

.Vtiter.  .*  constciiit  suj-'ply  of  watei-  is  provideu  by 
the  U.D.C.  to  be  delivered  rt  I'rimrose  riill  at  50  feet 
head  under  a contract  wi  tri  tne  igisbech  i^ater  Company, 
fhe  analysis  shows  u higii  aegree  of  purity  ana  generally 
aueouate  supply.  One  low  level  ana  one  high  level 
reservoir  exist  ana  have  a storage  capacitj^  of  145?  000 
gallons.  x'ne  equipment  is  capable  of  hanoling  350,000 
gallons  per  day. 

humbdr  of  houses  with  direcu  supply  lj'92 
Number  of  houses  with  s Landpipes  308 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  liiis  is  on  a gravitational 
system  ana  thanks  to  the  situaiion  of  the  cown  secures 
a high  aegree  of  uniform  natural  efficiency/  in  its 
working.  im  outlying  area  of  uhe  town  is  served  by  a 
septic  tank  installation.  This  also  operates  efficiently. 

XX—  v5-iXS  0 — 0!— .inS . 

xhere  are  no  natural  rivers  or  streams  witnin 
the  Urban  area,  ihe  to'.n  is  situate  a on  a layer  of 
Kimmeridge  clay  thrown  up  and  forming  high  land  above 
the  fen.  the  raiirfall  in  the  area  has  always  gravitated 
on  the  east  and  ’west  sides  into  the  low  lying  fens, 
xhis  outflow  was  intercepted  by  the  artificial  cuts 
and  "rivers"  made  some  300  j^ears  ago  when  the  fens  were 
reclaimed. 

CLCOlx  x.CCOLlxQD./JIQN.  This  is  almost  entirely  on  the 
v/ater  carriage  system.  Conversion  of  the  remaining  pail 
closets  has  been  completed. 

X-U3LIC  CLh^.NSING.  House  refuse  is  clexired  bjA  the  Council’s 
scavenging  carts  on  the  basis  of  a weekly  lritervx.1  with 
s^.ecial  arrangements  for  shops  ana  business  premises. 

Labour  shortage  has  hamperea  final  disposal  of  baling 
of  tins  ana  some  controlled  tij.:j^ing  has  been  efficiently 
Ccxrried  out, 

FOOD.  ...11  the  premises  of  ohe  food  retx.ilers  were 
inspected  and  the  conditions  thereof  found  satisfactory. 
'There  minor  defects  vi/ere  found  the  necessary  steps  to 
remedy/  the  d efects  were  taken  quickly. 

SCIiCCLS . These  are  all  supj.-lied  vxitn  a piped  water  supply 
and  the  general  sani  3o.ry  conditions  founa  to  be  well 
kept  and  quite  sa t ' sf ectorym 

lUThIxICi:.  3rCo,aly  s-peefcing  the  limitations  of  quantity 
and  nu-lity  of  avx-.ilcble  rc,tioned  fooas  have  haa  an 
adverse  effect  on  the  nutrition  of  pjeople  at  large  least 
•so  in  tnose  entitled  to  special  rations  and  daS  diminished 
x-cters  of  ena^’rc..iice  and  power  of  recovery  from  illness 
ana  resi.sring  disease.  --ach  .3’'ear  necessitates  the  closer 
study  Ox  the  comparative  Values  of  various  articles  of 
available  food  if  the  health  of  the  community  is  to  be 
mauntained  at  its  best. 

ached  is  a— -of  the — s.ta-tjs.-  of  .,l;;..,c,tur.ios — and— '.■»'Qj».k;s hQ.p>s 
■irfi — the — are  a »» 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
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PRlLV.j:i!;KGlj:  .J.D  JOiN'JROL  OVi:.k  Il^?;.G  x'IOUb  ..lL  uTIIc-R  lJlbi:L..b]i;8 . 

The  year  was  marhed  by  Rreedorn  from  epidemic 
d.-iscases,  Bporaaic  oases  occurred  as  follows 


Scarlet  Rever 

6 

Pneumunia 

2 

I.i.eas  1 e s 

1 

HOUSIRo.  I’he  positioii  of 

31  Lece-mber, 

1^48  is  shewn 

below. 

Gouncil 

Private 

Total  number  let 

Tneer-prise 

in  tot- tracts 

88 

64 

(wxcl , Pref abri ca  ted 
*.ouses ) 

Under  Gonstruction 

28 

5 

Damp  Jr  roof  Gourse 

26 

4 

Roofed 

16 

1 

f las  tered 

5 

- 

Gompleted 

6o 

59 

In  aaoition  10  Prefabricated  bunpalovi/s  are 
nc'.;  occupied.  ^although  tne  number  which  nave  been 
comi^leted  is  small,  they  have  materially  assisted 
in  the  reduction  of  serious  overcrowding  cases. 


(Signed)  R.R.  NIX 


iiedical  officer  of.  Health. 


